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But Belize, as being far less easily attacked by the
Spaniards from the direction of the interior or from the
coast, gradually became the headquarters of these wood-
cutters and the nucleus of " British Honduras".

A treaty, negotiated with Spain in 1670 by Sir William
Godolphin, for the first time recognized on the part of
Spain the conquest of Jamaica and other West India
Islands, and gave some slight justification for the estab-
lishments on the Honduras coast, though the degree of
this recognition was a matter of dispute for 150 years
afterwards. At any rate, it encouraged the English to
increase their establishments along the Belize coast, and
towards the close of the seventeenth century there were
quite 700 men settled here, cutting the logwood and slay-
ing the cattle that had run wild in the woods and savannas.

We learn most of what we know concerning the log-
wood cutters and the adventures of British pioneers in
Honduras and other parts of Central America in the
second half of the seventeenth century from the remarkable
books of Dampier, whose adventures in Australasia have
been already described in a volume of this Pioneer series.
WILLIAM DAMPIER was the son of a farmer residing at
East Coker, near Yeovil, in Somersetshire, and was born
in May or June, 1652. He received a good education
for his class in life, but was evidently of an adventurous
turn, for at the age of seventeen he was apprenticed to
a sea captain of Weymouth, with whom he voyaged to
Newfoundland, which he found much too cold. In 1671
he went out as an ordinary seaman to Java on board a
vessel of the English East India Company. In the
following year he served in the Royal Navy in the war
against the Dutch. After returning home for a few
months, invalided, he was sent out by the lord of the